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Ohio Revised Code (ORC) 3109.03 defines the Equality of Parental Rights and Responsibilities; husband and wife shall stand upon an equality as to the 

parental rights and responsibilities for the care of their children and the place of residence and legal custodian of their children.

In the years which Courtroom Sunshine has been tracking and compiling the Custody Ruling Statistics for Ohio judges in contested cases, it has been observed that a father will only 

receive full custody of the minor children in a contested divorce if at least 1 of the following 5 conditions exist with the mother: Substance abuse (alcoholism and/or drug addiction), 

Incarcerated, Been diagnosed by a medical professional with mental issues, She is grossly derelict of her parental duties (such as abandonment of the minor children), Engaged in 

prostitution. Otherwise, of all judges tracked by Courtroom Sunshine, the mother will always win full custody.
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A judge shall perform judicial duties without bias or prejudice. A 

judge shall not, in the performance of judicial duties, by words or 

conduct manifest bias or prejudice, including but not limited to bias or 

prejudice based upon race, gender, religion, national origin, disability, 

age,  sexual  orientation,  or  socioeconomic  status,  and  shall  not  

permit  staff,  court  officials,  and others subject to the judge's 

direction and control to do so.  

CANON 3 (B)(5), CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT - Supreme Court of Ohio

Every month, Courtroom Sunshine secures the 

Rulings of each seated Judge using Ohio's Open 

Records ("Sunshine") laws. We then compile and 

publish these Custody Ruling statistics. 
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